CHAPTER    VII
SALISBURY'S THIRD GOVERNMENT
1895
ON June 25, 1895, Lord Salisbury was summoned to Windsor
and received the Queen's command to form the new Govern-
ment. This time the Liberal Unionists were brought in, Harrington,
now Duke of Devonshire, becoming Lord President of the Council
and Chamberlain Colonial Secretary.1 On his first appearance as
Prime Minister in the House of Lords, Salisbury said he had no
policy but "dissolution," and Parliament was dissolved a fortnight
later.
The election was disaster all the way for the Liberal party, and
the new Government came back with a majority of 152 over all
parties. Many causes contributed to this result. The Liberals had
lost the immense asset of Mr. Gladstone's leadership, and his suc-
cessors had made it only too clear in the few weeks before the polling
that they had neither a common policy nor even a common strategy.
Rosebery placed the House of Lords question before the country
as the paramount issue embracing all else. Morley flew the green
flag and pleaded eloquently for Home Rule as having the prior
1 In. the course of the Ministerial changes Lord Salisbury sent his private
secretary to Campbell-Bannerman to ask him to deliver up his seals, in order,
as he explained afterwards," to save him the trouble of a journey to Windsor,"
but in reality, as was suspected at the time, to prevent him from appointing
a new Commander-in-Cliief before the new Government came in. Gampbell-
Bannerman had no such intention, and the Queen was greatly annoyed at a
departure from precedent, which she thought uncivil to the outgoing Minister
and disrespectful to herself.
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